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COMMANDANT. 4TH NAVAL DISTRICT
U. S. NAVAL BASE
PHILADELPHIA 12, PA.

23 January 1948

My dear Dick:

I have been threatening to write you in reply to
your very nice letter of 19 December for a long time.
First, my apologies for not writing you before,

My mincipal reason for not writing is that Elsa was
very ill in the hospital for some six weeks. On the Mon=~
dey before the geme one of my grandchildren crawled right
under her feet, causing Elsa to fall. What we thought was
a slight concussion turned out to be a very serious one,
She should have gone to the hospital immediately, but she
insisted that she was going to be home the day of the game,
which, as you know, she was. Fortunately, she ceme through
all right and is now at home, and if I can only keep her
quiet for a spell, I am sure she will be all right.

The Selection Board was just as much a surprise to
me as it was to you, perticulerly in one or two of the
pickups. I thoroughly epprove of the one young men that
they went out of the panel to get, namely, Libbey, who,
as you know, did a bang=-up job in the Destroyers in every
campaign he was in.

Next, I want to tell you how very much Else and I
appreciate your offering your apartment to us while you were
West. I should have liked nothing better them to have
gotten eway over the holidays, but with Elsa in the hospital
I hed many trials and tribulations here. Elsa wants me to
tell you how much she appreciated it and also that when you
come to Philadelphia we will expect you to come direectly
to Quarters "M" where you will be always welcome.

Incidentelly, as you probably know, Mrs. Wear has
gone to Florida.
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Agein my thanks, and with very best regards from
Else and myself, I am

Very sincerely,

Je Le
Vice A»dmral, Y So Navy
Commendant

Commodore R. W. Bates, USN
Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island
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Commodore Richard W. Bates, USK
Naval War College

Newport, Rhode Islend




‘ DEPUTY CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS (PERSONNEL)
WASHINGTON

4 February 1948

Dear Rafe:

I was rmch interested in your account of the
conversation you had with Hanson Baldwin. Indirectly,
I took him to task on approximately the same grounds
as you will see from the enclosed copy of a letter I
wrote to the Harper's liagazine. The editors replied
stating that they had referred my letter to Baldwin. I
have heard nothing since,

I am sorry that I overlooked the copy of the
Pay Report, but it is going forward under separate cover.

With every good wish,

Sincerely,

< A

. M. Fechteler,
Vice Admirzl, USN

Captain R. V. Bates, USN
Naval War College,
Newport, Rhode Island.
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In reply address not the gigner of this
letter, but Bureau of Naval Personnel, . -

Navy Department, Washington 25, D. C. ) NAVY DEPARTMENT
BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL

WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

Refer to No.

JPer s=83-AB

28 May 1948

*Commodore R. W. Bates

Head of Department of Analysis
U. S. Naval ¥ar College
Newport, R. Ie

Dear Commodore:

I have recently had the opportunity to read and finish your survey
of “The Battle of the Coral Sea," and 4 just wamted to drop you this note
to say that I think it is one of the clearest, most interesting, and well=
thought-out analysis that it has ever been my pleasure to read. I can well
appreciate the great smount of work required to cull the chaff from the
grain in order to prepare this outstanding study. Congratulations to you
and your Staff on a magnificent job.

I am looking forward with great pleasure to your report on "Midway"

and “The Battle of Savo Islande.

E. P. SOUTHWICK




ALDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO: TELEPMONE AND TELEGRA®K
COMMANDING OFFICER VIA NAVY DEPARTMENT
AND REFER TO WASHINGTON D C

U. S. NAVAL PROVING GROUND.
DAHLGREN. VA.

1l September 1948

Dear Rafe,

Thank you very much indeed for sending me the
copy of your analysis of the Coral Sea Battle. I have
been reading it with a great deal of interest and have
been much impressed by the thoroughness with which it
was compiled.

Fartha and I did so much enjoy catching a short
glimpse of you that evening with the Johnsons at Newport.

With very best wishes from both of us,

Sincerely yours,
—_—

’AA4/D4”’Q’L‘
—

Captain R. %. Bates, USN
U. S. Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island




COMMANDANT. 4TH NAVAL DISTRICT
U. S. NAVAL BASE
PHILADELFHIA 2, PA,

4 October 1948

iy dear Dick:

iy apologies for not replying to your letter
of 24 August before this. iy reason being that I
wanted to discuss the matier with Bill Fschteler per-
sonallye.

The sum and substance of our conversetion
and Bill's idees on the subject are more or less as
follows:

(2) We both agreed that in our opinion you should
be selected for Rear Admiral and that we could
see no reason for your not having been se-
lected prior %o this time. However, as Bill
put it, "I share your views on his ability,
but after all, he is 56 years of age end I
would not think he will stand much chence of

eing promoted, if for no other reason then

his age."

In so far as your retiring physically, if you

are reelly physically retirable now, the proper
time Lo stert action towards rhysical retire-
nent vould be in consequence of the findings of
the medicoes on your ennual physical examina-
tion ir December. I do not believe that
initiating a reguest at this time would be in
order, and, in fact, think it would be a mistake.

In regerd to remaining on active duty, elthough
neither Bill nor BuPers could meke any definite
commitment they see no reason why you coulcd not
be retained on ective duty after retirement if
the President of the ¥War College requests your
services for & SPECIFIC JGB. Noturally this
reqguest must state thet in so far as the Job is
concerned, there is no one available that can

do the job as well as you can, and further, that




it is not a2 "new job" but one in which you
have been employed.

I am not certain, but I hope that I will not
be a member of this Board. In geing over the panel
for the Junior officers coming up for selection, I have
personally made out fitrness reports on & very large num-
ber of them who were with me in the Destroyers, etc.,
and it would be difficult for me to follow what I +think
may be e directive to divide the total number of selectees
into three groups, namely, Aviators, Submsriners and
honest-to-god seafaring gents., However, if I should be
on the Board I will try end look out for those that go
down to the sea in ships.

I trust 2ll goes well with you and now that the
sumer is over you asre relaxing and getting ready for the
"Kelly Pool Sessions,” and the numerous other winter ac-
tivities.

Business as usual here and it looks like a
tough fall scheduls, Don't forget you are personally
invited to have lunch with us the day of the Army-Navy
game, It will probably be crowded as hell, as usual,
but Elsa and I are alweys more than glad to see you.

With my very best personsl regards, I am

Very sinecerely,

J. L.

Rear Admir

Cormmodore k. W. Bates, USK
Navael War College
Newport, Rhode Island




In reply address not the signer of this
Ietter, but Bureau of Naval Personnel,
Navy Department, Washington 25, D. C.

NAVY DEPARTMENT ' l

Refer to No.

BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL

WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

6 October 1948

Commodore R, W, Bates
Eead, Analysis Department
T. S. Naval Var College
Newport, R. I,

Dear Commodore:

I contacted the Printing and Publications Section, Bureau of Naval
Personnel regarding yvour request made in our televhone conversation on
5 October, for a single copy of your opus on "The Battle of Midway" and
regret to say that I was informed it would be impossible to forward a
copy to you because the book was packed and ready for delivery at the
CGovernment Printing Office at the time of your request. You should receive
this shipment (740 copies) at the Naval War College on 8 October.

Sincerely,




' THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF ‘
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

’/// 20 October 48

Rear Admirel A. E. Smith
President, Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island

Dear Hoke:

Yours of September 23rd finally caught up with
me at the above address a few days ago.

I have retained no files or data on our So Pac
operations. Accordingly, the following information on
the questions propounded is from recollection only.

In compliance with Admiral Turner's request, we
had two B-17 aircraft Ilnstalled bomb bay tanks to extend
thelr range from Espiritu Ssnto and assigned the sector
290-318 from Malaita. I recall having calculated later
that these aircraft must have missed the enemy cruisers
by about sixty miles at the time of their turn around at
the limits of search on the 8th of August.

With reference to communications--the details of
our communication arrangement with Southwest Pacific has
escaped me, but I recall that it was decided that direct
guarding of each others search aircraft was impracticable
due to frequency difficulties and circuits involved. The

arrangement was that search reports would be immediately
rebroadcasted on our respective circuits. I recall dis-
tinctly receiving the contact report in question on the
afternoon of 8 August; the exact time of receipt I do not
nov remember but the report was broadcast from SWPA.

I regret that I cannot be more specific in my
comment; however, I am sure that McCain provided a greet ,
édeal of specific information tc the investigation of the !
SAVO cruiser action which was conducted, as I remember, by .
Admiral Hepburn in 1943. That should be on record in the \
Navy Department or in the Ardives. ‘

With kind regards,
Very sincerely,
M. B. GARDNER
Rear Admiral, USN




- NAVAL PHOTOGRAPHIC CENTER

Refer to: NAVAL AIR STATION
ANACOSTIA 20, D. C

18 October 1948.

Captain Richard . Bates, U.S.N.
Naval War College,
Newport. R.I.

Dear Captain Batess

Our motion picture script on ¥The
Battle of the Coral Sea' has been received with con-
siderable interest here at Photographic Center.
Mr. Walter Evans, head of Training Films, and his
assistant Mr. J.B. Ptheredge, now have copies on
their desks and their reactions have been highly
favorable. I am also sending a script to
Mr. John E, Burleson who has taken Robert Morse'ls
place in BuPerse.

Spencer Bostwick, one of our staff
artists, will commence his series of sketches on
Wednesday. Together we will work up a "story-board"
which will consist of a format of these sketches,
with animation action indicated,in our present
script sequence. We hope to have these completed
by the third week in November when we shall bring
them to Newport for your approvale. Then we can
work out our final script version.

It has been a great pleasure to
be associated with you in putting forth the details
of this battle. My regards!

Cordially yours,

THowansl N, So—uﬂ-‘&vzz

Howard S. Southgate
Project Supervisore

P,S. My regards alsoc to Cobb and Innis.
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U.S. NAVAL PHOTOGRAPHIC CENTER

NAVAL AIR STATION
ANACOSTIA 20, D. C.

Refer to:

4 November 1948,

Captain Richard W. Bates, U.S.F.
Naval War College,

Newport,

Rhode Island,

Dear Captain Batest

Our motion picture seript on "The Battle of
the Coral Sea" has been approved by Mr, JomBurleson and
officers of Bureau of Personnel, This Bureau is now originat-
ing requests for similar scripts on "MIdway" and "Savo Island."
This has been at my suggestion, or rather your suggestion, that
these scripts be activated while the details were fresh with
you and youxr staff,

Sketches on "The Coral Sea' are progressing,
We have had a number of visual problems. I have also put in a
request at owr film library for any possible film footage that
night have been photographed of this action. This will take a
little time as miscellaneous footage 1s indexed in the name of
the individual ship. If the library comes up with any interest=
ing shots,I should like you to see them.

We shadl be involved at least two weeks more
in these preliminary sketches and then I should like to come
to Newport for another conference.

Has "Midway" come off the press? If you wigh

to send me a copy with the important passages underscored,as
we did with"Coral Sea? I should then be briefed on this second

battle at the time of our second meeting,

My regards and best wishes to you and your staff,

Sincerely, 7 f A 51 a’;D

Howard Sguthgate
Project Supervisor,

P.5S I have been reading Mahan's "Influence of Sea Power on Histbory™
with much interest,




THOMAS ALVA EDISON FOUNDATION, Ir.

Ovur New Address
o s F. Kerpenmo OO, AN ST, AT LAKESIDE AVE.
' ‘ WEST ORANGE, NEW JERSEY
OR ange 3-6800 Ext. 551

Executive Director

Vice ApmiraL Harorp G. Bowen
USN (Ret.)

November 10, 1948

Capt. R, U. Bates
Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island

Dear Bates:

I was delighted to hear from you in your letter of
25 October 1948,

You say in your letter that "I understand that in the
spring of 1938 President Roosevelt requested you to
nominate to him three Commanders, any one of which you
felt would be competent to be Chlef of the Bureau of
Engineering. I understood further that I was one of the
three so nominated.”

I have racked my brains, but I cannot remember having
been requested by President Roosevelt or anyone to make
any nominations for my relief as Chief of the Bureau of
Engineering.

However, Albert Church has a photographic memory, and may
I suggest that you communicate with him. It might be

that Albert could remember some circumstance which would
revive my memory of the subject. As a matter of fact,

my stock in the Navy Department was so low after I won the
high pressure high temperature fight that I don't think
anyone asked me my advice on anything.

As you notice from my letterhead, I am now up here in
West Orange, New Jersey; and two weeks ago I moved my
residence from Washington to One Overlook Terrace,
Short Hills, New Jersey.

I am glad that you are working on a critical analysis,
both strateglc and technical, of the Naval battles of
World War II. I hope that sometlme I may be allowed to
find out what you may have concluded,




Capt. R. U. Bates November 10, 1948

Anytime you get down this way don't forget to call me
and we will get together and have a critical analysis,
both strategic and technical, of all the battles that
were fought in our time before World Wars got under way.

With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

M/@'UM&‘\
Vice Aémiral Harold G. Bowén

Executive Director
HGB:RH




NAVAL PHOTOGRAPHIC CENTER

Refer to: NAVAL AIR STATION
ANACOSTIA 20, D. C.

22 November 1GLZ,

Captain Richard W. Bates, U.S.N.
Nzvsl War College,
Newport, Rhode Island.

Dear Captain Bates?

Thank you for your most cordial letter of 8 FNovember and it is
xy regret that I am not able to return to Newport =t the time
estimated. Work on the graphics of "Coral Sea" is moving along
but not with the full celerity I desire.

At present we are going over the script that we rmbtually worked
out and metching the narrztion with visuals in the form of key
sketckes. Full specifications of these visuals must then be
written and submitted to three commerciesl motion picture producers
for their Pids on the job which is then assigned to one of them
for productione. Before the script is submitted for these Pids,

I wish to review it with you. I am hoping that this will be
within two weeks’time,

In the meantime I should like to get a start on Midway. The
Bureau of Persornnel librzry in the Annex does not have a copy
tut wounld like to possess ore. I believe that there are three
covies in CNQ,

Burean of Personnel, tkrough John Burlesorn, has asked me to ex-

plore the possibilities and methods of doing a film on "History

of the Navy". I have consulted Captein John B. Heffernan of

EX0S office. Captzair Heffernen believes suckh a challenging subject
should be broken down into a number of films for zdequate coverage.

At the Yavel Academy, Annapolis, Captain Robert Rice called together
his English-History-Covernment experts: 2.S. Pease, Richard West, Elmer
Potter. They stated a series of films on Naval History would be of
immense use in Academy classes and for Reserve training. Hest sugzested
a £ilm for each w-r--6 twenty mimate subjects. Your humble servant
suzeested that the aprroach mizht be the Mahan cne and the general
trectment that of "Influence of Sea Power on American Histdry',

faptein Rice was of the opinion that we could Nave no better model and
guide.

I wonder if you would care to send me your suzcestions orn ihe rTroper




U.S. NAVAL PHOTOGRAPHIC CENTER

NAVAL AIR STATION
ANACOSTIA 20, D. C.

Refer to:

method of handling this history subject. Your ideas would be most helpful
enéd I could submit them to Mr, Burleson who in turn will submit them
to the Review Board in his request for these films on December T7th,

My regardé to you and to your staff,

Cordially yours,

Howand Soilhg ali-

Howard Southgate
Project Suvervisore




UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
AIR FORCE
COMMANDER ATTACK CARRIER AIR GROUP THIRTEEN

C/O FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

Comnodore R.77. BLTES, U3Y, 21 Decerber 1948,
ileval "ar College,
ewport, Rhode Island.

Dear Conmodore,

The "Battle of I'idway" cony
arrived just as vie were leeving Tsingtao for what has
become the return trip home., It wes with considerable
pride that I re-read it, end I vant to thank you for
sending it to me.

I em indeed sorry thet the
dreft copy which we used to enter corrections has not
been found. I did definitely turn it in to the erchives,
end if it is not now there, then someone else hes removed
it. I believe thet = shelf by shelf sesrch would reveal
1t. I am positive thet it has never been vith ny psrsonel

Dapers.,
)fzéhe cruise has been most

interesting slthough we did not fly nearly es much as we
hoped. Severel ti=zes in Tsingteo, Cantain Russel “nith
and T had dinner together. Rob Strong vho wes Ir, Ticloks!
vredecessor at the “jen College, is the consul in Tsingtao.,
He and his wife came to dinner 2board ship to heve a looir
at a cerrier. was rether surprised to learn trat Stote
Jepartment officiels out here have not felt free to express
their opinions rezerding Chine frenkly, It seens %thet
transient experts who on ssveral recent occesions were
sent out by concressionsl committess, arrive +vith their
conclusions already in mind. To suggest that possibly

e Chinese Corrwunist victory in China micht not be neerly
S0 bad as some of the alternatives is enoush to arouse
Suspicion of "Corymu~istic synpethies™ - a cherge “tate
Jepertnent offidls perticulerly cCon't like., ST

tainks we should do business “ith the Chinese Cosumnis

as does fdnirel Bedger. The Chinese repextedly dislil-
s~nericens, but dislilie the Russisns ruch oore. e f
perrectly sure thet 211 the materierl rid in the vorld
viould Dbe useless. Nur peonle hrve seen qurnti

circraft novWruined by lack of cere still s

they were first delivered. Except for

is true of other mrterisls. :r “rumen's victory ves

& bditter blow to the IT=tionalists as they were expecting
incressed aid on their own terms.

=




UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
AIR FORCE
COMMANDER ATTACK CARRIER AIR GROUP THIRTEEN

C/O FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

e enjoyed a brief stay in
General liachrthur's Japan., The occupation there appears
perticularly well organized, and a highly desirable spot
for duty. The Navy contingent is quite small, ZExcept
at Yokosuka there are a2lmost no Navel officers in the
area.

Please remember me to
Commanders Cobb end Innis a2nd to the Archives staff.
I do hope thst the book is found, as it leaves me with
a most unpleasant feeling. A merry Christmas to all of
you, and with my best regards, I am

Si cere Zig z /
Dav1d Richardson

Commandér D.C, RICHARDSON, USN

Commande¢, Carrier Air Group TWIRTEEN,
% Fleet Post Office,

San Francisco, Callfornia.
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%% READERS DIGEST e
PAUL PALMER . Senior Editr Tl %ﬂﬂﬁfi/é/wf

11 January 1949

Dear Bogy:

It was generous of you to write me such a detailed
letter in comment on the Hule articles. I appreciate
your interest and your help.

i regret that I cannot take time out from pressing
duties to answer you in the same detail: but perhaps
we can get together in New York sometime and talk the
whole matter over - as I have done with various other
Navy men. The main point at lssue, 1t seems to me, 1is
at present the choice of a strategy which will, first,
deter the Russlans from war and, second, destroy them
1f war does come., This cholice must be made, not only
for purely military reasons, but also because we have
only a limited amount of money to spend on our military
establishment, and the major part of it should be de-
voted to our main strategic arm.

We believe that a strategy of long-range bombing
by the Air Force is this country's one best choice;
that we should concentrate on it. This does not mean
in any way that we shouldn't have a Navy or an Army.
The Navy has vitally important work to perform in con-
trolling the submarine menace and in keeping the sea-

lanes open. That job calls for naval aviation for usse




at sea and for pin-point attacks on submarline pens

in enemy bases; but it does not call for the construc-
tion of gigantic super carriers for strategic bombing
of Russia,

The eventual solution of the whole problem would
be, to my way of thinking, -a single armed force, with
a single staff, and a single chief of staff. If we
can ever get thls, I would just as soon see an admiral
at the head of it - for I feel that the Navy Officer
Corps 1is superior to the Army and Alr Force Offlcer
Corps, and I feel sure that the show would be properly
run and that long-range land-based bombers would be the
key strategic implement.

T hope that these ideas will be made clear in our
articles as they appear from month to month., Let me
know when you are next in town, and we will get to-

gether,

All the be s”/t,
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Address reply to HEADQUARTERS
Commandant, FIRST NAVAL DISTRICT
First Naval District NAVY BUILDING

and refer to: 495 SUMMER STREET, BOSTON 10, MASS.

MLD : SMN

28 January 1949

Captain Richard W« Bates, U.S.N.
Naval Hospital
Newport, Rhode Island

Dear Rafe:

I just saw a copy of your orders before Naval Retiring
Board. I hope it is nothing more serious than fallen arches result-
ing from all the load which people like me put upon you in the heat
of the Pacific.

I suppose you will retire anyway in June, and this I con-
sider to be a distinct loss to the Service. You know I always thought
you would be promoted and never could understand why you weren't.

Have you any idea where you will go when you leave the
Service? As you know, I retire August lst, and we expect to live in
or near Boston. We certainly want to have you up here to stay with
us before you depart. Do you expect to go back to the War College
again, or what are your plans?

Lila joins me in all good wishes, and hopes that we may
see you soon.,

Always sincerely,
—

&M/V _

M. L. Deyo

RW. S. Navy
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MORAN TOWING & TRANSPORTATION CO., 1nc.

17 BATTERY PLACE, NEW YORX 4, N.Y.

JOSEPH H. MORAN. 2N®

VICE PRESIDENT

February 2, 1949

Captain R. W. Bates
Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island

Dear Captain Bates:

Thank you for your letter of January 3lst,
the contents of which I am passing on to the other
Peter Tares.

Your suggestions and advices with respect
to the attack on the main vat at Ruppert's will be
given very careful attention.

I am sorry that we will not see you, but
we still have the annual convention on for the week-
end of April 30th. I hope that we will see you at
that time.

Sincerely




-\

° DEPUTY CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS (PERSONNEL)

WASHINGTON ; s G

Pantagzon
1 -—
Room L=FE-526

3 Tebruary

I hope I can gzive
dence of your confidence Uy

o
L

concrete
producing some concrete results.

t was nice to see you as alwzys.

With kindest

wishes,

7o . Fecnteler,
Vice Admiral, USH.

1

Captain R. W. Bates, USY
Neval War College
Newport, Rhode Island




L. F. BROWN DONALD MCcCLENGH
PRESIDENT TREASURER

SR

Séry_land Ave.

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND

PHONE 3080

Pebruary 4, 1949

Captain R. ¥W. Bates, USKH
Naval War College
Newport, R. 1.

Dear Rafe:

Thanks & lot for your very nice letter of Fedbruary
lst and, as you will note from the letterhead, I am attempting to
use that ability which you so0 nicely ascribe to me to control the
insurance world in the Bast instead of the West. The office is
being run with permission from the Bureau of Personnel in order
that I may protect my future should the Navy decide suddenly to
cast me adrift.

I do hope that you will stick to your statement as
to your intent not to work too hard and, if I can contimie to be a
paternal adviser to you, let me keep warning you that working too
hard means working your head in the same way as it means working
your mascles.

The Board did not say that your disability was combat
incurred and I discussed this with the doctors who said that it could
not be so stated even though it is quite possible that the main strain
on your heart began during combat. What the finding did say was that
it was incurred "in time of war or nz2j$ional emergency." As I under-
stand it, you will be retired as an honorary Rear Admiral in any event
but I know of no way to obtain any advantages that might accrue from
the term ¥%combat incurred." The only places where we have used this
expression, and they are very few, hes been where a man was directly
wounded while in combat with the enemy.

There 4s one thing you might do for me up there if it
would not be too much trouble. I am due to send in the 6th assignment
on the correspondence course and, due to the pressure of various other
things, I kept putting it off. I would appreciate it if you would
notify whoever carries the record on this that I will not be able to get
it in on time this time and would like an extension.

o

Best personal regards,




L.PF. BROWN DONALD MCCLENCH
REBIDENT TREASURER

SMNSURAN&E "

XXXRXXXIEZAIXX
31 Maryland Ave.
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND

PHONE 3080

February 18, 1949

Captain R. W. Bates, USN
Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island

Dear Rafe:

Thank you for talkingz to the powers that be about my correspondence
course. I received an official letter extending the period, with a note
from Gail Morgan along the same lines as you wrote me.

With reference to the wording on your papers, I have discussed this
with the doectors who, of course, have the real decision in a case of this kind
and they state that it is quite possible that the real breakdown in your
heart action occurred while in combat but there would be no way for them to
so state with the degree of certainty which is required of them in making
that finding. They said that undoubtedly the same thing would have occurred
at some time in any event but the strain and excessive activity required by
combat operations undoubtedly hastened the action.

They are entirely sympathetic to your plea and their statements
were none of them made arbitrarily but more from the standpoint that they
were not in a position where they could definitely make the statement and,

since the evidence is not such as to back them up, they would undoubtedly be
called on if they tried to put it through purely because of sympathy with
your wighes. You must understand that the "disabled in combat with the enemy"
refinement on the findings ies defined substantially as "a defect, wound or
disability received while in actual combat with an organized enemy." Combat
operations which include both the preparation for,as well as actual combat

in the presence of the enemy is quite a different thing.

I have given you the above rather loose outline of the legal point
involved with a view of telling you what you can do. Two courses are open to
you which I discussed with the doctors the other day. The first would be for
you to write a letter and send it in to the Naval Retiring Board to be attached
to the record of your case for the perusal of the reviewing authorities. The
case has already gone "top side." The second procedure would be for you to
write a letter to the Secretary of the Navy requesting a re-hearing to enable
you to present arguments to substantiate your claim that your disability was
incurred in combat with an organized enemy. This would endoubtedly return the
case to the Board for reconsideration and, if you can build up enough case,
you might be able to have that portion of your finding changed as you desire.

I think, however, it would have to be pretty good due to the nature of your
trouble. I hope the above gives you a fair picture of the whole thing and
if you want me to do anything more along these lines, I will be glad to accomodate.

Best regards.
Yours very truly,
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Captain R. W. Bates, USN
Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island




9 ngfuary 19L9
Dear Jim,

llave just checked all Japanese sources again, with following results.

We have no war diary for the Yunagi, but in Nakamura's Diary p.3L, para.

(J) he must have been talking only about thks Yunagi and the mention of

Yubari in that paragraph making a loop must mean Yunagi, because he ssys

;'"being far removed from the main force" and operating alone. First char-

tacters for the twe ships are the same, and the second characters could be

easily corfused. So make that change in your copy of Nakamura's diary.

I can find no me:ticn of Yunagi turmoff from the main force, but the charts

in-ATIS-15685 look good to me—-rely on them. This dope on Yunagi is borne

out- by one brief mention of her overall activities in WDC 16093lL, ¥ar Diary

of 18th Sentai, my bast translation of which fbllows (remarks in parens are

ny ovm observations) : v
"Yunagl also participated in this night action and sank an Omzha class
ship (aust be Chicago, tho'! it requires a little stretch of the imagin-
ation) which went down with a great rumble (Chicago's bow blown off).
She (Innagi) also inflicted damage on an ichilles class ship (Jarvis)
which was attemptiig to escape in the outer bay. The next day, the Sth,
our air units were ordered to catch ur with this ship and destroy it,
bashing in its side (or its side already bzshed in), thus aading another:
destroyer accounted for. -

‘hus changing Yubari to Yunagi in pare (J) p.3h of the Ins's diary eliminates
your preblem about Yubari's lcop, which she never made, Lalph Talbot must
have been taken care of while they were continuing in line formation.

The only thing I know about Furutaka is contained in my file copy of the
excerpt translation of WDC 16,98l sent to you with my 2 Feb. letter. I
think Furutaka's turnoff was occasioned by the damage to her steering control
and nothing else. ‘he other ships folilowed her in due course (that mey nct
Le good navalese, but it is OK lawyer talk.)




ARMY AND NAVY CLUB
OF MANILA

2/, February 1949

Captain R. W. Bates, USN
NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
Newport, R. I.

U. S. A.

Dear Sir:

Your letter of 14 February 1949, with regard to your
Life Membership, received today and your address which apparently
was not on file, was duly registered so that communications can be
sent to you at ell times.

With regard to the action taken at the Annual Meeting on
17 January 1949, I am enclosing a copy of a letter sent to all
Members of the Club giving a full report of what occurred.

There is no question of recognizing your life membership
as our records definitely show that you are holding such a status,
but the number of the card issued to you is 2002 not 2315, the
date, however, given by you and the signature being correct., Our
only trouble was that we had no address.

Very truly yours,

R. F. DIETZ
Lt., UsN
Secretary

ENCL.
RFD/JMa/s1




ARMY AND NAVY CLUB OF MANILA

To: All Members of the Army and Navy Club:

A Board of Directors of the Afmy and Navy Club dedicated to
the preservation and continuance of the Club has been duly elected.

- For the information of the Membership the results of the Annual
Meeting held on 17 January 1949 were briefly as follows:

The two amendments proposed by the last Board of Directors were
not considered on the grounds that the Board of Directors had not
complied with the existing By-Laws, Article VI, in the following
particulars:

(a) The amendments originated within thé Board of
Directors. .

(b) The amendments were not originated and submitted
- Lo the Board of Directors by twenty (20) members
for further submission to the corporate body.

A large number of the proxies that were voted, were challenged
on the grounds that since the proposed amerndments had no legal
status in the language of the existing By-Laws, those proxies were
equally illegal which empowered action on the amendments.

A number of proxies were rejected due to lack of evidence
that the signers were regular members in good standing.

Other proxies were cancelled in lieu of second and later
proxies submitted by the same individuzis.

. The challenge of the proxies was sustained by a 52 to 29 vote
of the members present at the Annual Meeting. _

The rejection of the proxies cited in the above paragraphs,
.Which included the power of voting for Directors resulted in the ,
selection of a new Board of Directors who were opposed to the
principles of liquidation of the Club. Liquidation of the Club
ig the essence of the amendments proposed by the last Board of
Directors.

It is regretted that it was necessary to reject a large number
of proxies, for the reason stated in the above paragraphs, since
the Annual Meeting adjourned with some sentiment that the election
of the Board of Directors was determined by a minority of the per-
‘manent membership. This situation was, however, the result of
lack of conformance with the existing By-Laws of the ARMY AND
NAVY CLUB OF MANTIA. ,

The Board of Directors elected for the year 1949 are listed
herewith in the order of the number of votes received by each
Director: -

Comdr. R. F. Duelfer, Jr., USN 253
Comdr. George D. Good, USN 253
Comdr. J. H. Kuhl, USN . 244
Capt. J. H. Morrill, USN 230
Comdr. Charles Pierce, USC&GS 225
Lt. Comdr. George H. Hall, USN 218
Colonel J. K. Evans, USA zRet)' . 162
Colonel Frank G. Davis, USA 66
Mr. J. R. Carmichael 54
Lt. Col. Wallace M. Hanes, USA 38
Mr. L. G. Wagner : ‘ 23
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Your new Board of Difectors elected at the Annual Meeting on
17 January 1949 has been organized as follows:

President Capt. John H. Morrill  USN
1st V. P. Coliorel J. K. Evans © TUSA (Ret)
2nd- V. P. Commander Charles Pierce USC & GS

Other Directors:

Mr, J. R. Carmichael

Colonel Frank G. Davis UsA
Commander R. F. Duelfer Jr.
Commander George D. Good

Lt., Comdr. Georgs H. Hall
Commander J. H. Kuhl

Mr. L. G. Wagner

House Committee:

Colonel J. K. Evans, Chairman
Commander R. F. Duelfer Jr.
Commander George D. Good

Membership Committee:

Mr. J. R. Carmichael, Chairman
Colonel Frank G. Davis :
Commander Charles Pierce

Mr. L. G. Wagner

Secretary:
Lieut. R. F. Dietz, USN

Treasurer:

Mr. W. W, Everitt

It is the policy of the new Board of Directors to preserve
the Club, to enhance the value of every membership of whatever
class with favor to no category, to reestablish the Club's true
membership, to push rehabilitation of the Club House, Yo improve
the service and the quality of supplies, to provide more and
better entertainment, to operate according to sound business
principles, to enforce strictly all house rules including the
rule against cash gratuities to employees, to increase member
participation in Club affairs and in general, to make the Club
more enjoyable in every way.

FOR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

R w«% |
R. F. DIETZ

Lieut. USN
Secretary




U.S. NAVAL PHOTOGRAPHIC CENTER

NAVAL AIR STATION
ANACOSTIA 29, D. C.

3 March 1949.

Dear Captain Batess:
éié’&\

Thank you for the three copies of the Action Ourtline
of "THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY"™,

Also thanks for your letter which has been very
illuminating to me. It shows the care and detail that was involved in the

production of both battile books.

I must confess that I was slightly confused by the con-
flict of opinion on some of the points of MIDWAY. It is plainly not in my
province to resolve or settle divurgent views but your letter accomplishes
that. I appreciate the care you have shown to give the book'!s background
and note that the responsible authority is Aduiral Spruance. In case any
dispute arises here--which 4 do not anticipate--may 1 quote that highly
important section of your letter?

Again let me say that it was a great pleasure to work
with you on this prepdaration of the Action Outline for Midway. iy regret
is that other commitments pressed me for time ; however, I ccnsider that

we have a very good start. With this battle we shall proceed on the same
lines: this outline will be submitted for approval here at Navy Photo Center
and at Bureau Personnel. However, we shall gain time by starting the artist
at work right away on his analysis of the visuals. When the script returns,
I shall consult with you again at Newport befére framing the final scenario.

Procurement is now inviting bids on "Coral See". I am
visiting the firms invited to bid next week. They will be located in New
York. Your expert asgistance will be required, Captain, for a final check on the
narration as well as okaying the sketches and visuals. As routine of Picture
production goes, that will be some three months hence.

Meanwhile I am pushing "Midway" and hope before long we can
get the keel laid on "Savo Island".

My appreciation again, sir, for your letter and for your
kind and cordial hospitality while I was in Newport.

My heartiest regards to yourself and to your staff.

- Sincerely yours, 4

> 4§
Captain R.W. Bates U.S.H. %d Southgat

Naval V.ar College, Project Supervisor.
Newport. R.I.




e o0 1180 Bescon Street. . -
|| Brockline 8, Nassschusetts -

© Gaitain Richard ¥. Baves; T.Z3.5.,
- Eaval War College,  ~ . . - e

| Desr Captain Bates: .

. This ¥tll confirm our conversation of March fourtesnth, .

| following ay examination of you.

T think 1t is fair to.say thet you have mild coronary

‘artery trouble with sufficfent interforence to the eirculstion -

of a smell part “of the Neert muscle so that you ‘nave developed

- left bundle branch blook. The only symptoms snd sipns of shich

. ¥ou scmplein ‘are rather essy fetigue,.a sensetion in ‘the chest '

. of "pulling”, vhen under strain, snd very mild ademe of the

ankles., -

. pyon,ThE sert was not enlarged to percussion, nar inder the
- flusroscope, ' The heart sounds vere distant and thers was @

- gsllop rhythm, ~Slight pitting edeme of the snkles,  Oscil- -~

~+ lographlc readings showed good arterisl pulsations in the, legs. .
- Thls recordiwes made on the rizht celf. The blood pressure in -
. the armmes was 135 to 140 8. systolic ‘end ‘90 mx. diastoliecs . -

" Electrocardiogran showed normal .vhytcm,’ rate 85, with left . .
. bundle. branck block,. 70T L e

ey, In view of the sbsence of cardiac enlargment, I believe . P
- that the rinding of bumdle branch block ‘shows only &'mild dew: .
gree of arterial change in ths coronary system. I consider. - - o
that you ere & very dynamie,. tense individual who will have to.
learn to control the emotions, end: o continue working et a2 - ‘
- Job wiich you can essentially run at your own 8peed. I Belleve -
- thst 1t is importent that -you should tske off another ten or fife
tesn pounds in weight. You should avoid all strenucus exertion,
~ particulsrly after meals and. should svold hesvy meals in ‘general.
¥oderation should be the aim in your cese, but I think thet you
can continue with wild exevreige if you do not indulge dirsctly

sfter eating, or in extremes of weanther,

I should be glad to see you agein in eix months, If you
do not move to ‘another part. of the country. . RN

- S Very ‘sé.i.ncereiyi Fcﬁrs_.l_ s
Howerd B. Sprague =
1574, (A | S |




. NAVAL PHOTOGRAPHIC CENTER

NAVAL AR STATION
ANACOSTIA 29, D. C.

17 March 1949.

Captain Richerd %. Betes, U.S.N.
Nzvel War College, Newport, R.I.

Dear Captain Bates:

Last week in New York City I interviewed
the following firms who have been solicited for production
bids on "The BATTLE OF THE CORAL SEA":

Audio Productions, Inc.
Film Graphics, Inc.
Paul J. Fennell Co.

These organizations wers carefully selected
because of their past record of production with the Navy,
because of their creative tzlent with artists end animators,
and their ability to carry through such a large, involved
production within five months. All of these have met security
reguiremants.

The bids shculd be into Procurement and the
contract awarded within two weeks.

In the meantime, I have been working through
the zction outline for "Battle of Midway". This is the first
version thet I worked out with you some two weeks ago. It must
be shortened to come within our economiecs of production. I am
checking repétions and shortening where I can. I believe that
I em aviare of your intent to stress the commander's angie that
I can effect somewhat of = reduction; but I wish to bring it
up agein within a month for your review before entering our
final script stage with "Midway."

I trust all is well with you, sir,and sincerely
hope Cobb's wife is much improved aznd Innis hzs found thzt lost
DD off Savo.

This is the 17th but %ashington wears no spring
green as yet.

Cordially yours,

‘7*0101¢\c(// \S01ZZJ%§;;X::?—
Howard Southgtte
Project Supervisor.




THE DEPUTY CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS (AIR)
WASHINGTON

3 May 1949

Dear Rafe,
Thaniks very much for your kind letter
or 29 Avril. I grextly =zpprecizte it.

I know how sou feel about your retire-
but success is not always meusured by whe
ion you attain buv wore in the personal
fzction of =2 job done well.

viuybe you ure the lucky one, zs taere
is nothing but lots of worrying and meny headsches
in so far as ny rresent resyponsibilities are con-
Lt is becoming more diffiecult for me to
a monent I car czll my own nowadavs.

wita best wishes to yecu for a lot of
deserved happlness,

Sincerely,




2 | o
P. F. COLLIER & SON CORPORATION

250 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

May 12, 1949

Captain R. W. Bates, U.S.N.
U. S. Naval War College
Newpor‘b, R. I.

Dear Captain Bates:

According to our records we have not received
the biographical form for the new Collierts
Encyclopedia sent you some time ago. If we
do not receive the completéd form within two
weeks, we shall not be able to include

your name on the contributorts list.

We are enclosing a duplicate copy of the
form and should appreciate your filling it
out and returning it to us as soon as
possible.

Sincerely yours,

K/”/éﬂ’vv%%

Charles P. Barry
Editor
Encyclopedia Department




Address all Communications to:
COMMANDER
and refer to

U. S. NAVAL PROVING GROUND
DAHLGREN, VA.

18 July 19k¢

rour aote of the 13th. My face is very red

cation "The Battle ¢f Midway" cerefully -Hut
after the two nublications errived, I read
dut the other awey for safekeeping. I will
me to Janan and drop you a line as to my
chence to0 read voth of them carefully.

Crlers 1o relieve Count Berkey were awaitins me when I returned
home from Newport last week. We ere now Frenticall: engated in vecking
ud 2ur effects, etc., 28 I zust be out there choudt the 20th of August.

I em driving across the continent witl Martha and ""olly teo San Francisco
voere I vill mut the fa-ily on an Army transoort the same dav I tzke 2
vlare to Janan.

We certainly enjoyed seeinc rou egain at Yewwort. Vou may
have toc good a heart, but you certainly looked “ealihy to ne.

L

< ss - o . e i
fith every zood wish Trom both VMartha and wmreelf, I am

Sincerel:r,




15 August 1949

TYew York State Educatlon Department
Division of Vocational Rehabllitation
65 Court Street

Buffalo 2, NeYe

Attn: Mr., He Ge Muelke, Supervisor

Gentlemen:

I an in receipt of your letter of the 27th of July
with relation to Vincent Ce Grzedzlelski,dre, who reported
he served under my coammend from 1943 wuntil 1944,

I have been endeavoring to obtain same information
concerning the man In question and I regret to say that
although it is quite possible that he did some barbering
on the Minneapolis, I am unable to say so officially.

As a matter of interest, I do not recollect Mr. Grzedsielskli
at all which is not surprising as there werse roughly 1400
men on the Minnespolis and I spent most of my time on the

bridgee.

Naturally, I should 1like to assist in any way possible
any man who served in the forwerd areas and 1 can mssure
you that any one in the Minneapolls during the dates men=
tioned not only served in the forward areas but was under
heavy gun fire on numerous occasionse.

I do not know what to recommend concerning subject
man as I have no records with me. It is possible that
Captain James B. Hogle, U.S.le, who can be reached through
the Bureau of Naval Persomnel at Arlington, Virginia might
have scme knowledge, as he was the Executive Officer and
therefore generally occupled with personnel.




To be quallfied as a barber with Ships Service, a man
would necessarily have to be appolnted by the sShips Service
Officers Merely barbering about the ship would not be

sufficlent in my mind to classify him as a competent
barber.

With sincere regrets that I cannot supply more
Information and with further regrets that I have not

replied earlier as I have generally been on tour,
I am,

Very slncerely yours,

Re We Bates
Rear Admiral,USN(Ret,)




Robb M. DeGrafl
106 N Baneroft Par](way
‘/\Ti]mington. De]dware

September 14,1489

Dear Admiral Bates:

I realize I zm a bit remiss in offering my thanks
to you for making Labor Day weekend such a pleasant
one in Newport - especially at the Clambake Club.

It was truly a privlege and pleasure to be your
guest twice in one weekend. I am sorry I let you
dowvn a bit on the shooting end, but like golf,
trap shooting is a sport that requires regular
practice in order to qualify as any sort of s
shot at #211. Perhaps I can get in some rounds
between noWw and next year, and will then have

the honor to ask you to shoot with me.

I enyy you in your writing project, and hope that

it is coming aleng well. With so many 'analyses’

in the national magazines these days, the field is
certainly wide open for anyone to publish a well
thought out, and comvrehensive work. The state-
ment is of course leading, for I wondered if your
appretite had been whetted with your serious writ-
ing, so that a magazine piece appealed to you at all.

We're back at the grind in Wilmington, and the
prospects of winké&r evenings at home look guite
inviting right now, after a summer away from
home. We look forward to the Army-Navy game,
and a Xmas visit from the Bearys.

e hope too, that if you are down this way you
won't pass up the opportu-ity to stop in for

a 1little De Graff cheer.

Kany thanks sgain from both Alice :nd myself.

Sipcerely,




Eaanaa Be. SPRAGb s :.;g"-
: 1180 ‘Beacon ntrea‘~"“' k£.¢1{*vg*a~
Brocklin& 46, Bassaehnsett&f” ‘:,VT

fﬁegf.adﬁifal‘#i¢ha&’f@;ﬁé§£es, VB Fe .
- Havel ¥ar College ' S U
. Eewport

”'-Ehode leand

v:Dser Admiral dates.

“ﬁis wi 11 confirm my verbal report to you coacerning W
'examination'of ¥ou on qeptember 27, IQ&Q._,Venr chlef eomp?sint, RER
. et the present time, seene to be essy fatigue, on exertion, and &
'sliﬁht sense of pulling in the vheet. Th@re yes . soma swelling of‘V_*-

e 5nkles in hot westﬁer. ‘ \ P < Lo

”hysical oxamination showaﬁ you to be 1n goad gener&l conai--f f‘

ticn. Blood pressure in the left arm was 150/80, and in the. rightjv{f

srm, 125/90. Tré heart sounds were of falr Guslity. There:was

. ‘no ‘evidence of congestivé failure. . Examination.af the fundi was -

‘j.negative.c Eieotrocardiogram continued to show . typieal ;eft‘bunéle3gfr
" branch block, end one premature beest wss recerded.:. Fluoreoscgpic -
*examznab;on shﬁwea your beart rot more then berﬁerline in size. :

~3 ‘nstructions inclucaa QQYiCS to raduce te s waight ef two

,hnndred, i possibbs, and to heve exereiae in the farm.of messa’e.:iﬁ 

’f'aue F01f nlayoc on sasy ccurses.;'” LR T e T e ]

“hil@ yOu have good cardiac reserve at the present t;@e, lt g
- must be recognized thet the electrccardiographic dhangea 1&&1cates- .
- sOme 1ocalizwa coronary ertery dlsturbanee, and Fou, therefore, .

. cannot be expected to werk under high preéssure..’ I believe it wauld
" Ye ressonable teo conaider. that yeu we*e not less tha” eiahtyufive'z‘*'
' per cent disablcd.v W : . , : =




DEPUTY CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS (PERSONNEL)
WASHINGTON

13 October 1949

Dear Rafe,

Thank you very much for your note regarding
the Pay Bill. It was good of you to write.

With regard to the rank in which you have
been recalled to active duty, I am sorry that I cannot
give you a satisfactory reply at this time. We are
making some efforts to clear up that situation, but
as I think you can gather from the daily papers » such
projects have rather low priority.

Kindest regards,

Sincerely,

=073
W. M. FECHTELER,
Vice Admiral, U. S. Navy.

Commodore Richard W. Bates, USN (Ret.),
Naval War College,
Newport, R.I. ’




REDWOOD LIBRARY AND ATHENEUM

NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND

November 9, 1©49,

Captain Richard W. Bates,
12, ¥ount Vernon Street,
Newport, Rhode Island

Dear Captain Bates:

Enclosed please find Originagl Share
Number 175 of the Company of the Redwood
Library and Athenaeum. It gives me great
pleasurs to welcome you, on behalf of the
Directors, as a Proprietor of the Librery.

Will you please fill out and return
for our records the receipt attached to the
share certificate.

Sincerely,

ﬂg.m% ‘

J. Alden Manley
Librarian




NAVY DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON

November 15, 19492
Dcar Rafe:

Thank you for your letter of
Novemter 8th and for your confidence in
me.

I am glad to note also your con-
fidence in Lynde llcCormick which, of course,
I share to a remarkatle degree.

Cordially yours,

N 2P

Commodore R. W. Eates, USN,

Naval War College,
Newport, -Rhode Island.
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